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SAVED! 


Pam Crowe, Chairman 


I am delighted (and relieved) to tell you that, thanks to Paddy Thomas who took up the 
mantle of Treasurer at our Annual General Meeting, the Friends continue for another 
year. It is also a pleasure to welcome Christine Medlock back onto the Committee in 
addition to the members re-elected from the previous year. As many of you will know, 
Christine is a former Director of the Palace. However, | do hope that we shall not find 
continuation in the balance again in 2017 when both | and our Secretary will be required to step 
down. A brief roundup of the results of the AGM is given below for members who were not able to be 
there. And on that subject, please note in your diaries the date of the 2017 AGM, Saturday 13 May. 

Because of the uncertainty of our immediate future no arrangements had been put in place for an 
outing this year but we are working on rectifying this and hope to be able to provide you with 
something interesting. 

Over the Late Spring Bank Holiday | joined with other volunteers engaged in providing activities 
during the visit of the Ermine Street Guard. | Understand that numbers attending were good and | 
was certainly kept busy most of the time. The two displays each day by the Guard were a welcome 
break as almost all the visitors could be seen sitting on the spoil heap behind the café enjoying the 
drills and shows of weaponry skills. | enjoy participating (some of the children say the funniest things) 
and | know that the Palace would welcome more help at events if anyone out there Is able fo join our 
ranks. Costumes and lunch are provided. 

On the financial front, on your behalf we have just agreed to buy some extra A-boards for use 
across the site and | am currently having discussions with Katrina and Rob to further the purchase of 
several items which we have already approved in principle. More of this later. 

The Regional Conference of the British Association of Friends of Museums (BATM) scheduled for June 
was unavoidably cancelled but Hassi Shah-Leverett hopes to be able to hold it in the autumn, still at 
the Portsmouth Naval Base. 

The Committee welcomes your questions or suggestions so please contact any of us. & 





The Annual General Meeting, 23 April 2016 


The Chairman reported that on 25 July 2015 we had hosted a visit fo the Palace by Friends of Butser 
Ancient Farm, reciprocating a most enjoyable visit there in 2014. 

Discussions were continuing with the Palace about a number of items, which the Committee had 
approved in principle for funding. These included new replica amphorae — unfortunately a source for 
the replacements continued to be elusive; new signage for the garden — a suitable design is being 
researched which will enhance the information provided and be easier to read; a contribution of 
£100 towards the proposed memorial to Dr. Margaret Rule, a former Curator of the 
Palace. 

The Environmental Monitors which we had funded were working well and providing 
the necessary information, and the Palace's further needs were being considered. 
These were: 

e Contributing to the costs of updating the Catalogue software. 


e Contributing to the replacement of faded transparencies in the Museum with a Ginicene 
digital display. Medlock 


e Contributing to the cost of more dressing up costumes for special events. & 





The Committee. Pam Crowe, Heather Smith, Mary Haskins, Pat Barlow and David Martin were all re- 
elected to the committee. Paddy Thomas was elected Treasurer. Chris Medlock volunteered fo join. 
The Chairman expressed her heartfelt thanks to Guy Lockton for his work as Treasurer, Newsletter 
Editor and for keeping an eye on the Website. He will continue to run the newsletter and website. She 
presented souvenirs to him and to Mavis Lockton, a former committee member. 

As both Pam and Heather Smith (Secretary) will have to stand down next year, having completed 
their 4 year terms on the Committee, Pam urged Friends fo think about whether they could join the 
Committee and ensure that the organisation continue. The meeting passed a vote of thanks fo Pam 
for her continuing Chairmanship of the Friends. 

The outgoing Treasurer reported that the Friends’ accounts stood at £11,700. In 2015 a total of £900 
had been donated to the Palace, which included the cost of updating the Guide book. 


Rob Symmons, Curator of the Palace, told the meeting that overall it had been a good year. The 
Palace was awarded full ‘Accredited’ status by the Arts Council England on 25 
February. Visitor numbers had increased by 5%; café income was up 8.5% and 
education income was £10,000 more than in 2014. School visits had also increased, 
reaching over 200,000 children. So far visitor figures for the first three months of 2016 
were good. New lighting had been installed in the North wing where LED lights gave 
better lighting of the Mosaics while reducing the electricity bill. The western paddock 
had been cleared, so the site looked much fidier. The Palace was collaborating on a 
project with Bath Museum, led by Bournemouth University, using portable X-ray Fluorescence to 
determine the chemical signature of building materials from the Palace. The project showed how 
building relationships with universities can bear fruit. 

The Palace was proud that the famous "Boy's Head" was being shipped to Germany on loan to the 
Trier Museum to be part of their "Nero" Exhibition. A replica had been commissioned for display whilst 
the original is away and will become a handling artefact when the head returns in November. 

The Palace continued to be active in the Chichester Cultural Learning Partnership, particularly in the 
Chichester Living Well with Dementia Festival and in the Arts Council funded Cultural Investment 
programme. For 2016, it was proposed to have a programme of changing exhibitions in the foyer of 
the Collections Discovery Centre, including the ‘Secrets of the High Woods’ for 2 weeks in summer. 
And discussions were continuing with the Headley Trust for funding to revitalise the eastern end of the 
North Wing. 





Membership subscriptions. The meeting agreed that there should be no increase in the 
subscription rates for 2017 but authorised the committee to introduce an amended category of 
Family Membership for 2 adults and up to 4 children at an increased rate, and to introduce a new 
category of Joint Membership for 2 adults. & 


THE ARRIVAL OF THE ROMANS: THE CHANGING FACE OF WESSEX 


The AGM was followed by a fascinating talk by Kay Ainsworth, Keeper of the 
Museums and Archives Service of Hampshire County Council. Sadly we have too little 
space for Heather Smith's full report which will be on our website (but see the note 
on the penultimate page below). Here is Heather's summary. 


Kay explained that the earliest defensive settlements were built on hilltops supplied 
from farms on the lowlands which grew cereal crops and raised animals. Some Kay Ainsworth 
hillforts appeared to have different purposes. At Bury Hill, for example, quantities of 
horse bones and ornaments were discovered. Horses were important to the elite Iron Age society and 
were depicted on coins and ornaments. Religion and ritual also played a significant part in Iron Age 
life. Excavations yielded evidence of ritual killings. Julius Caesar describes the Wicker Man, and the 
cult of heads was known in the Celtic world, with carvings of severed heads and skulls being 
discovered. Some Iron Age Chiefs were very wealthy. Large quantities of gold jewellery have been 
discovered which attest to this. Their wealth probably came from defeating other tribal kingdoms and 
selling slaves and surplus crops. 

The Snettisham torcs are a good example of how wealthy they were. The Winchester Hoard, dated 





to SOBC, was made in Syria. Could it have been a gift from Caesar to a local chief? 


As Caesar attacked the Gauls, some chiefs moved across the Channel to settle in the South of 
England. Commius founded Calleva Atrebatum (Silchester) on the site of an Iron Age settlement. In 
55 BC Caesar used this as one of the reasons to launch an attack on Britain 

Once the army had defeated the resisting tribes and built Hadrian's Wall,(122 AD), the 
"Romanisation" of the rest of the country began. Towns such as Colchester, Chichester and 
Winchester were founded and a network of roads linked them to smaller setthkements. Smaller towns 
such as Neatham and Fareham in Hampshire grew up, together with settlements, farmsteads and 
numerous villas, ranging from the modest to the palatial residence at Fishbourne. Industries flourished 
in the region with potteries established in the New Forest, Wickham, Poole and Alice Holt. [ron 


production was widespread. 


Houghton Down in the Test valley shows evidence of 1200 years of occupation, providing an 
interesting example of the adaptation of Iron Age sites by the Romans. The site flourished from 800 — 
270 BC. In the 3 and 2™ centuries BC the occupants disappeared. However, in the Ist and 2nd 
centuries AD, the site was developed as a modest farm, producing cereal crops and malting. By late 
2™ and in the 3“ century, masonry structures were built on the site, including a huge aisled hall and 
two strip houses. By the 3rd century trouble loomed. Walls were built around Roman towns, frontiers 
were under pressure and the area of the Roman Empire was reducing. In an attempt to halt the decline, 
the Channel was cleared of pirates and forts such as Portchester were built along the coast. It is from 
this period that a number of coin hoards can be dated. The elite classes abandoned the towns and 
retreated to their villas, so the towns declined. In 409 the Emperor Honorius notified the British cities 
that they could not rely on Rome for reinforcements against tribal incursions, signalling the end of 


Roman rule in Britain. & 





More Palace news.... Isotope 
investigators sample Fishbourne 


bones 
Rob Symmons 


A collection of 57 animal bone fragments 
has been loaned to Nottingham University to 
help train the next generation of 
archaeological scientists. The bones, from a 
variety of soecies including horse, cattle, dog 
and hare have formed the basis of the 
University’s Isotope Summer School, which 
offered 10 of the brightest archaeology 
students from around the world the chance to 





be trained in isotope sampling and analytical 
techniques, as well as the interoretation of the 
data produced. Palace staff are delighted to 
be part of this initiative. The training provided 
was free to all those who took part and should 


be an invaluable first step on their scientific 
Careers. 

It is unusual for mUseuMs To allow their 
valuable archaeological material to be used 
simply for students to “practise” on and at 
Fishbourne we are no different. The 
programme would not have taken place if it 
had only provided training for students (using 
unstratified or even modern material would 
achieve that!). However, the project will also 
improve our understanding of the past. The 
data produced will be synthesized into a peer 
reviewed paper that will explore how human- 
animal relationships changed between the 
lron Age and Roman period. This data will also 
support a range of further funding applications 
which, if successful, will revolutionize our 
understanding of how humans viewed the 
natural world during this fascinating period. 

This innovative approach, which combines 
training tomorrow's specialists while 
simultaneously addressing important questions 
about the past and supporting future projects 
is exactly what we should be using our 
collections for. & 


Our website 

It is a great pity that the company which 
hosts our website is going out of business.. 
We are searching for a new web host at a 


reasonable price but this may mean 
composing the website anew, possibly 
Under a new name. For the moment, 
therefore, our site is likely to be out of use. 
We shall keeo members informed. 





Q: - When is a palace not a palace? 
A:- When it’s a villa. 


Visitors carry in their minds a picture of the 
Roman palace in its heyday, as portrayed on 





the literature and the website. The guidebook 
and the guides tell them how the site 
developed, but the full story may be quite 
quickly forgotten. 

Construction of the Palace began under the 
Emperor Vespasian in 75 AD. It is thought that 
the client king Togidubnus lived there. He 
probably died some time in the 90s. Under 
Roman practice client kingdoms reverted to 
the state so the palace and the kingdom of 
the Regni would have been swallowed up by 
the province of Britannia. It may well be 
significant that marked changes were made 
to the Palace after this date. 

During the 2.4 century occupation centred 
on the North Wing (now under the cover 
building). A new bath suite and exercise hall, 
“modest but comfortable” according to Prof. 
Cunliffe, were built at the east end and 
expensive mosaics were laid. It aopears that 
the aisled assembly hall was no longer required 
and the formal garden, which must have 
required an army of gardeners and slaves, was 
going out of use. However the quality of the 
buildings remained high. 

In the mid-2"9 century the east end of the 
North Wing was demolished, including the new 
bath suite. It is thought that this was due to 
subsidence caused by building over the 
remains of an old timber building and ditches. 
New baths were constructed in the courtyard 


MID 2nd CENTURY 


aici =a 


of the East Wing, well planned, spacious and 
comfortable, reflecting a rise in the affluence 
of the owner. Some of the remaining larger 
rooms in the North Wing were split up by 
wooden partitions and the layout was 





reconfigured. Two more hypocaust-heated 
rooms were fitted in and new mosaics were 
laid, including the famous Boy on a Dolphin in 
what seems to have become the main room. 
After these expensive alterations the villa now 
faced north onto the old service road. Prof 
Cunliffe writes: “During the first 50 years of the 
2¢ century the Palace changed from a vast 
semi-public residence set in landscaped 
surroundings Into a smaller, no doubt more 
comfortable, villa concentrated in the west 
part of the North Wing. Its owners had virtually 
constructed within the shell of the old structure 
a completely new villa geared to a smaller 
establishment of staff and the domestic needs 
of a single family, but in a style still exceptional 
in the contemporary countryside. Extremely 
few 2"¢ or even early 3% century villas could 
boast four new polychrome mosaics and a 
bath suite.” 

The imposing entrance hall of the East Wing, 
facing Chichester, continued in use for some 
time. There was heavy traffic from the road 
across the garden; If is not clear why. Then the 
roof collapsed. 

In the late 3'¢ century a new building 
programme began. The building was now 200 
years old and had not been modernized for at 
least 80 years. In the north-west corner of the 
Palace a new hypocaust system was being 
installed, but was never finished. In the West 
Wing a mosaic was uprooted and the tesserae 
were shoveled into heaps. “In the province 
generally the late 39 and early 4° centuries 
were a time of massive rebuilding......... the 
great country mansions were beginning to 
reach their most developed form. Perhaps the 
owners of Fishbourne were ready for large- 
scale rebuilding to bring the old villa up to 
date, but this was never to be for a disastrous 
fire destroyed the inhabited part of the North 
Wing.” The West Wing was probably also 
affected but the East Wing baths survived 
Untouched. 43 coins from the bathhouse 
indicate that the fire probably happened at 
the end of the 290s. 

The villa was not rebuilt, perhaps because 
water levels were rising and Fishbourne has 
always been a very marshy area. Several years 
later, between 310 and 320, the site was 
robbed of useful stone and flint and in the 
medieval period quite deep flint footings were 
robbed out for use in the houses of the nearby 
village, and the Palace was lost until its 
rediscovery in 1960. & 
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